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Hi – This is some bonus material written specifically to help you stay grounded in the here and now. 
One simple question goes with it:  Where is the miracle that comes out of the here and now in this story that 
might intersect, in some way, with your own life? 

Happy Easter. A not-fantasy story with a happy ending. 

Once upon a time, in another land in a different time, human nature was still the same as it has been 
for thousands of years. People were trying to make a living. They had jobs, they paid taxes, they raised 
families. The world was global and cultures clashed all the time. 

Now, in the middle of this, a family carpentry business in a town called Nazareth and was having 
trouble making ends meet. The cost of living was way too high and jobs were hard to come by. High taxes and 
corruption prevented anything reasonable from taking root. Political and social leaders kept people off 
balance. And powerful law enforcement forces kept people in line. You just didn’t ever want to get arrested by 
the authorities. Chances were almost 100% that it would cost you your life. 

Jesus, son of Joseph, decided that it was time to leave the family business and do something about it. 
He started to walk coming across some fishermen whose own family business was in the same boat 
(Fishermen - same boat - get it? - sorry for that.). But all kidding aside, the fishermen were equally fed up with 
nothing left to lose and they decided to follow. 

No one knew where the journey would lead, except that they had a feeling that “change” and “good 
news” were somehow within their power, provided everybody pulled in the same direction. Nobody was 
under any illusions that those in power were in a hurry to change the status-quo - which undoubtedly 
favoured the rich and powerful over ordinary folk. 

The marches started out small and hopeful.  On a few occasions, large crowds stopped to be inspired, 
find respite from their troubles, to pray and even share meals and eat together. Some of the authorities began 
to take note and join, but they were fewer in number than people had hoped.  And the march was taking 
longer than expected. Some of Jesus’ own followers became frustrated with him. His family even asked him to 
knock it off and just let things be as they were. They weren’t ashamed so much as afraid for his safety and 
theirs. And with good reason. 

“What to do” about Jesus became a topic of concern for lawyers, political leaders and the tax collectors 
who financed government corruption. They tried to knock him off balance, to ridicule him, to trap him in 
useless debates or to simply discredit him. But they couldn’t. The truth that Jesus spoke transcended time to a 
Higher Truth of compassion, mercy and fairness. There was one major piece that was missing from Jesus’ 
message – and it was prejudice and it was judgement and it was malice. Those things were nowhere to be 
found in his message. 

Most important was that Jesus walked his talk - literally. He reached out to everybody - powerful and 
poor, angry and sad, wise and ignorant. And to all he offered the same message: The Way of Love is what I 
was created from. It is gift that was given to me by whatever or whoever created me. It is in me and I am here 
to share it with you because it will never run out. It is eternal and it is not of the world around you that is so 
misguided, but stands at the source of all creation. 
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It is tragic that there were (and still are today) people who languish in the darkness of prejudice and 
judgement and greed. They saw him as a threat. And it became evident that he had to choose: Stick to his 
message and pay the ultimate price with his life - or - abandon his message and save himself.  

We all know what he chose to do ...  

The people mourned the death of a friend and a teacher and leader. And they mourned the death of a 
Way, Truth and Life that they thought to be divine. But when their grief was over something happened to 
them that they never expected. 

The message lived ... in them ... for real ... 

And it was so powerful that the people no longer heard the message with their ears but with their 
hearts. And they believed that Jesus lived, not in an idle fanciful way, but that he lived in a real and tangible 
way - in them. And then they knew what divinity really meant.  

They learned to listen and learn from Jesus in a new way - through prayer and community. They 
renewed their efforts for the same thing that he had walked for. People sacrificed in greater and greater 
numbers. Miracle of miracles, Jesus’ own brother James, who only a year or so before wanted nothing to do 
with him, James returned to take up the charge, giving his own life as a consequence. Many others did as well. 

The good news is that Love is eternally powerful.  

And the lesson is that, just as a seed will not sprout without water, Love will not bloom without our 
faith in action. In spite of the millions who have died as a result of hate, love has saved millions more. 
Resurrection is not a fantasy even as it still comes with a cost. 

Perhaps one day it won’t. 

Be blessed. Be a blessing. 

Eric 
 


