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Youth Ministry Guiding Principles 
OUC Youth Ministry has adopted some guiding principles that are based upon the United Church of 
Canada’s direction for Youth Ministry programs. These guiding principles have been adapted for use 
within the environment of Orleans United Church. 

 Provide a church environment where youth and young adults are welcomed, nurtured, and 
supported both personally and spiritually. 

 Provide opportunities for youth and young adults to gather in faith and friendship and in community 
locally, regionally, and nationally. 

 Provide leadership opportunities for youth and young adults that nurture both their leadership skills 
and their spiritual life. 

 Encourage worship that inspires youth and young adults’ participation and spiritual development. 

 Create and encourage pastoral care for youth and young adults, especially in times of change, 
challenge, and crisis. 

 Ensure that Youth Ministry continues to be comprised of many programs all of which are important 
to the overall success of our mission. 

 Involvement of youth and young adults in the planning, delivery and evaluation of the many 
programs within Youth Ministry 
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Youth Ministry Programs 
 Junior/Pre-High School Youth Study 
Youth in grade 7 and 8 have their own opportunity for learning and worship on Sunday mornings.  
Using an age-specific, Bible story-based curriculum, each week from September to June youth 
encounter Bible story in creative and meaningful ways.  

 Senior/High School Youth Study 
From September to May, high school aged youth gather each Sunday morning during the worship 
hour for their own curriculum-based program.  Some weeks youth either participate in worship or 
share in worship leadership, while other mornings they gather in the Lounge for their own worship 
and faith-based activities.  Youth are challenged to put their faith in action, and discussions material 
elicits critical thinking and value-based decision making. 

 Leadership Series1 
As part of our expanding Sunday morning curriculum, we offer a series of sessions on real life 
leadership examples utilizing Christian principles.  The sessions will be delivered by leaders from 
within the Congregation. Our target is to offer these sessions every 4 to 6 weeks. This series is open to 
all OUC Youth members. 

 “Youth Give Back” Program1 
The OUC Youth program has been and we would like to be able to give back to the congregation and 
the community. Through the “Youth Give Back” program we will give back our time and talent. This 
program will include such activities as: Fundraising and Outreach. This program will be scheduled 
every 4 to 6 weeks, and it will be scheduled at the same time as the Leadership Series to give our 
Youth a program choice. This program is open to all OUC Youth members. 

 Youth Outbound Program1 
Another new addition to the OUC Youth Program for 2012/2013 is the Youth Outbound program. This 
program offers OUC Youth the opportunity to go on up to 4 excursions every year. These excursions 
are designed to allow us to visit other places of worship, to visit a shelter, or provide other enriching 
experiences outside of the walls of OUC. This program will be limited to four field trips per year. This 
series is open to all OUC Youth members. 

 Young Adult Study2 
This program has been suspended for 2012/2013 

 Youth Elders 
At Orleans United, the Youth Elders are given the same vote, voice, and responsibility as our adult 
Elders, participating in activities including serving communion, pastoral care, worship leadership, 
welcoming newcomers.  Through this  program, Youth are offered leadership and faith-growing 
experiences as well as providing a source of sustainable Church leadership into the future. Youth 
Elders are active in the OUC Youth program and have demonstrated leadership capabilities. This 
program is available to Youth that have been confirmed and have gone through a selection process. 

                                                                        
1
 New program for 2012/2013 

2
 Program suspended for 2012/2013 
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 Sound Booth 
Youth who are interested in either earning volunteer hours or being paid for their services are able to 
receive training in the Sound Booth and then operate the sound system for worship services, 
weddings, and concerts.  This program is open to all OUC Youth members. 

 Social Events 
Along with the chance to learn, worship and grow, youth at Orleans United also love to get together 
and just have fun.  Whether it’s movies, bowling, laser tag, pool parties, or just hanging out at the 
church, there are monthly opportunities for youth to gather together to connect and socialize in both 
planned and informal ways.  And there is always lots of food!!  This program is open to all OUC Youth 
members. 

 Retreats 
Several times each year youth are offered the opportunity to “get away from it all” for a weekend of 
fun, faith and friends.  The weekend schedule is a mix between faith-based program times and the 
chance to just hang out, with chores, meals, and special evening events rounding out the gathering.  
Retreats provide youth with the opportunity to play, learn, and be themselves. This program is open 
to all OUC Youth members. 

 Youth Lounge 
The space at the end of the hall is affectionately referred to as “the Lounge” – a place for all youth to 
call their own on Sunday mornings.  This year the youth will have the opportunity to design and 
transform the Lounge into a space that both meets their needs (technology, comfort, functionality) 
and allows this space to be better used by the church at large. 

 Confirmation 
Our current confirmation program pairs adult mentors with youth confirmands and together they 
follow a revised version of William Willimon's program "Making Disciples".  Over the course of several 
months youth are offered the opportunity to explore their faith, learn more about the church, and 
form meaningful relationships in an attempt to allow youth the develop a personal and mature 
relationship with the church. 

 Nursery Coordination1 
In conjunction with Children’s Ministry, we provide a Youth coordinator for the Nursery on Sunday 
mornings. This program is an example of the cooperation between various OUC ministries. 

 Mission and Outreach Opportunities 
It is our goal to broaden the horizons of our young people, exposing them to the workings, 
conferences and gatherings of the church at various levels (local, presbytery, national), as well 
opportunities for living out their faith through service projects. This program brings forward 
opportunities for our Youth members events such as national Youth gatherings, or outreach missions 
abroad.  This program is open to all OUC Youth members. 

 8th Orleans Scouting 
OUC has a wonderful partnership with the 8th Orleans Scouting group.  Members of our congregation 
serve in leadership roles within the Scouting movement and many of our young people are enriched 
by their participation in the Scouting programs.  OUC provides the Scouting groups with spiritual 
support, worship opportunities, and training for the Religion in Life award. 
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2012/2013 - Goals and Objectives 
 Launch the OUC Leadership series by assigning a Program Leader, and assembling a cadre of 

lecturers, and delivering the program 3 to 5 times this year. 

 Launch the OUC Youth Give Back program by assigning a Program Leader, developing a schedule of 
activities, and delivering the program on a monthly basis. 

 Launch the OUC Youth Outbound program by assigning a Program Leader, developing a schedule of 
outbound activities, heading out on outings. 

 Focus on the role of Youth Elders within the program by establishing expectations of Youth Elders, 
recruiting a new cohort, and finding ways for them to participate within the congregation. 

 Continue our fundraising program and meet our budget targets for raising funds for the congregation 
and the program. 

 Explore options for new curriculum and launch a trial of at least one new brand of curriculum. 

 Continue to gain momentum in the program by focusing on the large cohort of Grade 7 and 8 Youth 
that are entering the early stages of the program. 

 Find ways to engage the Grade 11 and 12 Youth that are starting to drift away from the program, 
while recognizing the fact that they have busy lives and may not have as much time for OUC Youth 
activities. 

 Encourage the use of the OUC Youth website (http://orleansunitedchurch/youth) by posting all 
events, teaching schedules and shared documents on the site.  

 

  

http://orleansunitedchurch/youth
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2011/2012 – Goals, Objectives, and Results 
Achieved 

2011/2012 Goals and Objectives Results Achieved 

 Define the OUC Youth principles 
and programs  

 The 2011/2012 Goals and Objectives document was 
drafted, circulated to OUC Leaders, and presented to 
OUC Council 

 Re-brand the OUC Youth program  Through a focus group meeting the Youth came up with 
the #SWAG (Students Worshipping Almighty God) 

 The use of the terms “Senior” and “Junior” programs is 
increasing 

 There were some references to the dis-continued 
ADWOL and JadWOG names 

 Reconfigure and renovate the 
Youth Lounge 

 The Lounge is being painted in June 2012 

 We have also started to prepare artwork for the walls 

 Increase communication with 
youth and young adults 

 All events are posted on the OUC Youth Facebook Group 
(https://www.facebook.com/groups/oucyouth/) which is a 
members only group 

 Two email mailing lists were launched, one for Youth 
members and parents 
(oucyouthmembers@oucyouth.com,) and one for their 
Youth Leaders (oucyouthleaders@oucyouth.com) 

 A new OUC Youth website was launched 
http://orleansunitedchurch.com/youth/ which includes an 
Events calendar with an automatic feed to the OUC 
Youth Facebook group 

 Increase social opportunities for 
youth and young adults 

 Our Friday night Movie Nights have been a huge success 

 We have had social activities throughout the year general 
twice monthly 

 Our most popular event was the 1st annual minigolf 
tournament, which included a dinner at East Side Marios. 
Unfortunately the weather did not cooperate, but we 
played minigolf inside the church (without damaging 
anything). We had 21 people attending. 

 Increase worship opportunities for 
youth and young adults 

 There were more individual youth in worship services 

 Practice due diligence for OUC 
Youth leadership 

 Implement a police record check program for all OUC 
Youth Leaders 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/oucyouth/
http://orleansunitedchurch.com/youth/
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 There was not enough interest in a first aid training to all 
OUC Youth Leaders 

 Develop a program of study geared 
toward young adults 

 No progress made on this program, thus it is being 
suspended for 2012/2013 

 Other results achieved  The feedback we received from the 2 retreats plus 1 Lock 
–In was overwhelmingly positive 

 We had multiple program activities shared with 
Children’s Ministry including: 

 OUC Youth taught Sunday School on Earth Day. We 
cleaned up outside, which was a lot of fun 

 We assisted with Sundae Sunday 

 We were able to provide supply teachers for Sunday 
school 

 We hosted the entire Sunday School in the Youth 
Lounge for a Veggie Tales movie one Sunday morning 

 

 

 


