
ARE YOU a Young Adult looking for a life-changing 

experience that combines travel, 

meeting and partnering with new friends in 

another part of the world and putting your 

faith into action? 

Or ARE YOU part of a congregation that 

is looking for ways to nurture and support young adult 

ministry at home and abroad? 

Well, look no further!!! 

Ottawa Presbytery’s Youth and Young Adult Committee is proposing a Young 

Adult Global Partnership Visit to the Chipembi Girls’ School in Chisamba, 

Zambia, which is near the capital of Lusaka.  Chipembi Girls’ School is run 

by the United Church of Zambia. Why the Chipembi Girls’ School?  We 

have been invited! 

What are the Benefits Of a Young Adult Global Partnership Visit? -developing 

leadership skills in Young Adults; exposure to another context; faith in action; greater 

understanding of mission and what that means; faith exploration; learning to organize a 

visit that responds to a request for our involvement; understanding that mission is to/with 

all involved, ourselves included. 

What would we be doing? Chipembi Girls’ School is currently involved in a 5-year 

“resource mobilization campaign” called Autuume Luteta or, translated, “Let Us Make The 

Way.”  Six key strategies and areas of actions have been identified and we will partner in 

appropriate activities as determined in dialogue with our hosts.  The strategies identified 

are as followies. 

1. Building partnerships and  public engagement  

2. Honouring Women  

3. Come and See- a series of Chipembi community visits will be planned to welcome local and 

international visitors to the larger Chipembi Mission of which the school is a part. The 

project will include short and long term visits; internships; volunteers; and community 

workers. The focus will be on building relationships and shared learning on a variety of 

issues and questions that impact all in a globalised context. An outcome will be to create a 

network of Friends of Chipembi, a  network  enthusiastic  in promoting and supporting the 

life and work of Chipembi  Mission and offshoot projects of the Atuume Luteta Campaign. 

4. Leadership development seminars for girls at Chipembi Girls’ Secondary School. The 

seminars will inform the girls about particular issues while also equipping them with the 

skills and resources needed to lead similar workshops/seminars in their own contexts. These 

could include: assertiveness training, entrepreneurship, gender-based violence, girl child 



rights, masculinity/femininity, intergenerational learning, learning to live in right relations 

with all of God’s creation, and reading the Bible through a justice and human rights lens. 

5. Trees for Life will involve Chipembi Mission residents in a reforestation project. Over the 

years, huge numbers of trees in the Chipembi Mission and surrounding villages have been cut 

down for charcoal burning, local house building projects, firewood, fence construction, land 

clearing when new fields for food growing are created or simply because people relate trees 

to increased snake populations. Trees for Llife will focus on planting trees that bear fruits; 

fruits which mitigate the impacts of climate change, benefits wild life, air, soil, and 

contributes to people’s nutritional needs and incomes. It will be designed as a community 

outreach project with a capacity building component for all participants – men, women, 

children, students and workers.  

6. 20 Kilometres Only!  20 Kilometres Only! Is an ask to the Zambian government to work in 

partnership with the Chipembi Mission and local traditional and political leadership to pave 

the 20 kilometres of road between Chisamba and Chipembi.The cost of this road will be 

added in money terms to the campaign. 

Although this is a girls’ school, application for participation in this trip is open to 

any young adults, regardless of gender. For the purposes of this visit, “Young 

Adult” will be defined as someone aged 20-35 years. Approximately 8 participants 

will be chosen by the Ottawa Presbytery YAYA committee, based on an application 

and screening procedure that is being developed by the committee. 

When and How Much?  This visit is proposed for the full month of May, 2013.  

The cost will be approximately $5500.; hopefully somewhat less but possibly 

slightly more, depending largely on flight seat sales that come available.  This is a 

large financial commitment, but it is expected that the participants will not be 

raising this amount entirely on their own……… 

WHAT IS THE CONGREGATIONAL AND PARTICIPANT COMMITMENT???                   

Participants will be sponsored through financial and prayerful support and 

encouragement by the congregations where they are actively involved.  

Congregations and participants shall pledge to work together on fund-raising and to 

determine how this amount will be raised.  Participants will commit to a follow-up 

that involves expressing the leadership skills they’ve developed as they network 

and respond to the needs of Young Adults and others in their local congregations 

and Ottawa Presbytery. 

Participants will be accompanied by the Ottawa Presbytery YAYA minister, Rev. Hilary 

Merritt.  Applications are now available……  

Contact:   hmerritt@uccanottawa.org  
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